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Medical Ethics Education and the
Turkish Experience: Medical Education

AABBSS  TTRRAACCTT  Me di cal sci en ce is an ac ti vity of sci en ti fic app li ca ti on, which has et hi cal di men si ons as
per its na tu re and go al. The re fo re, me di cal edu ca ti on sho uld ine vi tably inc lu de me di cal et hics ed-
u ca ti on. The ob jec ti ve of me di cal et hics edu ca ti on is to bring up physi ci ans, who ack now led ge the -
ir le gal res pon si bi li ti es and the system of va lu es un derl ying the pro fes si on of me di ci ne, exer ci se
et hi cal va lu es in the ir re la ti ons hips with pa ti ents, and ha ve the skills to re sol ve va lu e conf licts that
may emer ge. The stu di es on the im pro ve ment and func ti o na li za ti on of me di cal et hics edu ca ti on has
be en gra du ally in cre a sing in re cent ye ars. The World Me di cal As so ci a ti on and the World Fe de ra -
ti on of Me di cal Edu ca ti on sup port all fa cul ti es of me di ci ne in pro vi ding ne ces sary ti me and re so -
ur ce for et hics edu ca ti on, and they sug gest gu i de li nes. Me di cal et hics programs we re ini ti ally
dis cus sed on a lar ge plat form such as the ap pro ach of “hu ma ni ti e s” in the Uni ted Sta tes and Eu ro -
pe. Later, the fo cus ex pan ded to the po int of cli ni cal et hics edu ca ti on, which inc lu ded physi ci an-
pa ti ent re la ti ons hip, cli ni cal re a so ning and de ci si on-ma king. “Me di cal Et hic s” co ur ses in Tur key
started in 1980s and ra pidly be ca me wi des pre ad in the programs of re la ted aca de mic fi elds. The
Tur kish Me di cal As so ci a ti on, the Gu est Ho u se So ci ety and the Tur kish Bi o et hics As so ci a ti on con-
tributed to the de ve lop ment of me di cal et hics edu ca ti on. Re cently, me di cal et hics edu ca ti on is be -
ing re de fi ned in terms of its aims, met hods and con tent. This article examines the development of
medical ethics education in the world and Turkey, introduces the basic characteristics of the pro-
grams in faculties that adopt different education strategies, and discusses the current ethics educa-
tion in Turkey along with its different dimensions.
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ÖÖZZEETT  : Tıp; doğası ve amacı gereği ahlaksal boyutları olan, uygulamalı bir bilimsel etkinliktir. Bu
nedenle tıp eğitimi, tıp etiği eğitimini içermek durumundadır. Tıp etiği eğitiminin amacı, yasal
sorumluluğunu ve hekimlik mesleğinin temelinde yer alan değerler sistemini bilen, hastayla
ilişkisinde etik değerleri yaşama geçiren, ortaya çıkan değer çatışmalarını çözme becerisine sahip
olan hekimler yetiştirmektir. Söz konusu eğitim sürecinin iyileştirilmesine ve işlevsel kılınmasına
yönelik çalışmalar son yıllarda giderek artmaktadır. Dünya Hekimler Birliği ve Dünya Tıp Eğitimi
Federasyonu, tüm tıp fakültelerini etik eğitimi için yeterli zaman ve kaynak sağlamaları konusunda
desteklemekte ve yol gösterici öneriler getirmektedir. Amerika Birleşik Devletleri ve Avrupa’da tıp
etiği programları başlangıçta “humanities” yaklaşımı gibi geniş bir çerçevede ele alınmış, daha
sonraki dönemde hekim-hasta ilişkisi, klinik akıl yürütme ve karar vermeyi içeren klinik etik
eğitimine geçilmiştir. Türkiye’de tıp etiği dersleri 1980’lerde başlamış ve ilgili akademik alanların
ders programlarında hızla yaygınlaşmıştır. Bu bağlamda Türk Tabipleri Birliği, Konukevi Çevresi ve
Türkiye Biyoetik Derneği’nin tıp etiği eğitimine yaptıkları katkı önemlidir. Son zamanlarda
Türkiye’deki tıp fakültelerinde de etik eğitimin amacı, yöntemleri ve içeriği açısından yeniden
tanımlanmaktadır. Bu makalede, tıp etiği eğitiminin dünyada ve Türkiye’de gelişimi ele alınmış,
farklı eğitim stratejilerine sahip fakültelerin sürdürdüğü programlar göz önünde bulundurularak
şu anda yürütülmekte olan  etik eğitimi değişik boyutlarıyla incelenmiştir.
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he ne ces sity of re de sig ning me di cal edu ca ti -
on in ac cor dan ce with chan ging con di ti ons
and re qu i re ments star ted to be discussed dis-

tinc ti vely in the 1980s. In re la ti on to edu ca ti on
stra te gi es and met hods, ap pro ac hes li ke prob lem-
ori en ted edu ca ti on, com mu nity-ba sed edu ca ti on,
com pe ten ce-ori en ted edu ca ti on, and stu dent-
centered edu ca ti on oc cupy a con si de rab le pla ce in
the dis cus si ons abo ut me di cal edu ca ti on re forms.
Edin burgh Dec la ra ti on pub lis hed in 1988 cons ti tu -
tes one of the ba sic do cu ments con cer ning this
issue and it de fi nes the aim of me di cal edu ca ti on as
the “pro duc ti on of doc tors who will pro mo te the
he alth of all pe op le ”.1

In accordance with the ob jec ti ve of “He alth
for All in the 21st Cen tur y” ra i sed by the World He -
alth Or ga ni za ti on (WHO), which is the le a ding in-
ter na ti o nal or ga ni za ti on con cer ned with me di cal
edu ca ti on to day; mem ber co un tri es we re as ked in
1995 to carry out co or di na ted re forms in me di cal
edu ca ti on and he alth ser vi ce prac ti ces.1

The et hi cal as pect of me di cal edu ca ti on is one
of the is su es dis cus sed at in ter na ti o nal me di cal ed-
u ca ti on con fe ren ces. In fact, in the Edin burgh
World Sum mit on Me di cal Edu ca ti on held in 1993,
et hi cal prin cip les we re sug ges ted to be ta ken in to
con si de ra ti on in cli ni cal prac ti ces and so ci ety-ori -
en ted exer ci ses, and the ne ces sity of using hu ma -
nis tic edu ca ti on tech ni qu es (using ana to mic mo dels
in le ar ning ins te ad of hu man bo di es) in the edu ca -
ti on pro cess was emp ha si zed.1

The World Fe de ra ti on for Me di cal Edu ca ti on,
which is an in ter na ti o nal or ga ni za ti on rep re sen ting
the Uni ted Na ti ons abo ut me di cal edu ca ti on to day,
and the World Me di cal As so ci a ti on (the WMA),
which is a non-go vern men tal or ga ni za ti on of
physi ci ans, sup port all medical fa cul ti es in pro vi -
ding ne ces sary ti me and re so ur ce for et hics edu ca -
ti on, and they sug gest gu i de li nes. In this res pect,
the WMA ex pres sed in its Mad rid Dec la ra ti on in
1987 that me di cal edu ca ti on te ac hes pros pec ti ve
physi ci ans al so et hi cal behavior be si des high pro-
fes si o nal stan dards.2

At its me e ting held in Tel Aviv in 1999, it an-
no un ced that me di cal et hics and hu man rights,
which are considered the in dis pen sab le parts of

me di cal cul tu re, sho uld be inc lu ded in the cur ri cu -
lum of all fa cul ti es of me di ci ne as man da tory co ur -
ses. In ad di ti on, the World Fe de ra ti on of Me di cal
Education determined the stan dards for im pro ving
the qu a lity in ba sic me di cal edu ca ti on. Ac cor -
dingly, fa cul ti es of me di ci ne sho uld de fi ne the pro-
fi ci ency le vels that stu dents are re qu i red to re ach in
gra du a ti on and adopt in the ir fu tu re ro les in the he -
alth system in a par ti cu lar way to inc lu de the in-
for ma ti on and un ders tan ding of me di cal et hics. In
ad di ti on, fa cul ti es of me di ci ne sho uld al so de ter -
mi ne me di cal et hics con tri bu ti ons that will enab le
ef fec ti ve com mu ni ca ti on, cli ni cal de ci si on ma king
and prac ti ces con for ming to pro fes si o nal et hics,
and inc lu de the se in the ir prog ram mes.3

WHY IS ME DI CAL ET HICS 
EDU CA TI ON NE CES SARY?

Me di cal ac ti vity is a fi eld of app li ed sci en ce whe re
mo ral va lu es are al so con si de red. In ot her words,
physi ci ans are ex pec ted to ac qu i re cer ta in mo ral
va lu es as so ci a ted with the ir physi ci an iden tity be-
si des a sa tis fac tory le vel of me di cal know led ge and
skills. In this con text, me di cal et hics edu ca ti on is
de fi ned as an edu ca ti o nal pro cess that exa mi nes the
ro le of mo ral va lu es in a physi ci an’s re la ti ons hip
with his/her pa ti ents, col le a gu es and the so ci ety
he/she li ves in, and the pla ce of the se va lu es in the
pro fes si o nal iden tity. Ex perts on the sub ject iden-
tify me di cal et hics edu ca ti on as the edu ca ti on of
app li ed va lu es, and con si der it an edu ca ti on in-
cluding phi lo sop hi cal, so ci al and le gal di men si ons
rat her than an edu ca ti on of com mu ni ca ti on skills.4

Cli ni cal exer ci ses inc lu de qu es ti ons abo ut a
physi ci an’s behavior, de ci si on-ma king pro cess, va l-
u es, rights and res pon si bi li ti es as much as the sci en-
ti fic-tech ni cal qu es ti ons con cer ning the di se a se.
So me of the se qu es ti ons may be ea sily ans we red,
for the re are well-cons truc ted ac ti vity op ti ons that
have fo und wi des pre ad ac cep tan ce re gar ding what
has to be do ne. Ho we ver, it is qu i te dif fi cult to an-
s wer the qu es ti ons with prob le ma tic op ti ons, or the
ones on which a com pro mi sed at ti tu de is not pre s-
ent.3 Ra pid im pro ve ments in me di ci ne in the last
cen tury, so ci al dyna mics such as pa ti ent and sub-
ject rights stem ming from the con cept of hu man
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rights and the di ver sity of app li ca ti on fa ci li ti es de-
pen ding on the in cre a se in the use of me di cal in for-
ma ti on and tech no logy ha ve aug men ted the
pos si bi lity of en co un te ring such prob lems that cre-
a te conf licts. Du e to the se fac tors, it be ca me qu es -
ti o nab le whet her ful fil ling every me di cally pos sib le
app li ca ti on is ne ces sary or not.5

As they are re la ted with the va lu e di men si on
of physi ci ans de ci si ons and ac ti vi ti es; such qu es ti -
ons, which are not easy to ans wer, co me wit hin the
pur vi ew of et hics, and of me di cal et hics as its dif-
fe ren ti a ted ex ten si on in the fi eld of me di ci ne. Et -
hics, which is known in the nar row sen se as
the o re ti cal mo rals or mo ral phi lo sophy, is de fi ned
as the syste ma tic study and analy sis of de ci si ons
and ac ti ons re la ted to the past, the pre sent and the
fu tu re con cer ning mo ral s”.3 In this res pect, it is
pos sib le to say that et hi cal ac ti vity not only gi ves
ans wers to open-en ded qu es ti ons in hu man li fe,
but al so qu e ri es and cri ti ci zes the exis ting ru les as
well as ans we red qu es ti ons, and de ve lops new sug-
ges ti ons for so lu ti ons; the re fo re, it may be de fi ned
in a way as an ac ti vity of “pro po sing ru le s” or “pro -
po sing va lu e s”. In ot her words, et hics is gi ving vo -
i ce to not only what “is”, but also what “is sup po sed
or de fen ded to be ”. On the ot her hand, et hics em-
bo di es the cha rac te ris tics of a fi eld which exp lo res
the bi o lo gi cal, psycho lo gi cal and so ci o lo gi cal ro ots
and func ti ons of mo ral va lu es such as “go od-ba d”
and “use ful-harm fu l”.6

The qu es ti on “What am I sup po sed to do in this
si tu a ti on?”-a fun da men tal qu es ti on in terms of mo -
ral va lu es-re ve als the re a lity of ha ving to ma ke a
cho i ce among al ter na ti ves, and in this res pect, a mo -
ral cho i ce is a de ci si on ma de on the si de of a bet ter
op ti on. Therefore, to per ce i ve any app li ca ti on as a
pro fes si on, the pro fes si o nal sho uld ha ve res pon si bi -
li ti es li ke ho nesty, sin ce rity, con fi den ti a lity and ef-
fi cacy for the tar get gro up. Ma king et hi cal de ci si ons
and judgments in a pro fes si o nal app li ca ti on can be
re a li zed in the light of the spe ci fi ed et hi cal prin cip -
les re la ted to a par ti cu lar pro fes si on. Hay nes puts
for ward that the pro cess of et hi cal de ci si on-ma king
has thre e in ter-re la ted as pects as con sis tency, con se-
qu en ces and ca ring; and the con nec ti ons and ten si -
ons bet we en the se as pects may be un ders to od with

La can’s me tap hor of Bor ro me an knot. 7 Con sis tency
cons ti tu tes the sub jec ti ve as pect that enab les the in-
di vi du al to per ce i ve an app li ca ti on as an ai med ac ti -
on by in ter na li zing it. The se cond as pect-
con se qu en ces-is the ob jec ti ve si de of et hics, which
se es the app li ca ti on as an in di vi du al or so ci al behav-
ior ex ter na li zed in terms of its ca u ses and re sults. Ca -
ring as the third as pect is re la ted to ca ring wit hin a
net work of res pon si bi lity, and ar ti cu la tes “et hi cal
sen si ti vit y” du e to its fo cus on the ways of per cep ti -
on of si tu a ti ons. Bor ro me an knot emp ha si zes the
ide a that any of the in ter lin ked rings in the knot do -
es not ha ve any pri o rity over the ot hers. Ac cor -
dingly, it is ma in ta i ned that any of the as pects of
con sis tency, con se qu en ces and ca ring can not pro vi -
de alo ne the ne ces sary ba sis for et hi cal de ci si ons, and
all thre e of them to get her form the ba sis for the pro -
cess of et hi cal de ci si on ma king.7

In vi ew of the abo ve men ti o ned sta te ments, it
is li kely to say that the aim of me di cal et hics edu -
ca ti on is to pre pa re the stu dent to be ab le to iden-
tify the dif fi cult si tu a ti ons he/she will co me ac ross
re la ted to pro fes si o nal app li ca ti ons, dis tin gu ish et -
hi cal prob lems, ma ke et hi cal de ci si ons by pro ces -
sing the com po nents of de ci si on ma king pro cess,
and co pe with prob lems in a ra ti o nal way rel ying
on prin cip les.3

Inc lu sion of Me di cal Et hics in Me di cal Edu ca ti on Programs

Alt ho ugh not un der the na me of “me di cal et hic s”,
the fi eld of me di ci ne may be suggested to ha ve de-
ve lo ped an un ders tan ding of edu ca ti on that has in-
ter na li zed its own pro fes si o nal et hics thro ug ho ut
his tory. The re qu i re ment of me di cal et hics to con-
s ti tu te a uni qu e pla ce wit hin the edu ca ti on pro-
gram ca me out in the se cond half of the last
cen tury. The first steps abo ut this sub ject we re ta -
ken at the end of 1960s in the Uni ted Sta tes and
me di cal et hics be ca me a re qu i red and in teg ral part
of the edu ca ti on in all fa cul ti es of me di ci ne in ac-
cor dan ce with the prin cip les de ter mi ned un der the
le a ders hip of the Ame ri can Me di cal As so ci a ti on.5

Me di cal et hics programs, which we re for med
on the ba sis of the ap pro ach of “hu ma ni ti e s” in the
Uni ted Sta tes, we re ini ti ally dis cus sed on a lar ge
plat form with the par ti ci pa ti on of so ci al sci en tists,
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law yers, phi lo sop hers, the o lo gists and even men of
let ters along with physi ci ans. The pur po se he re was
not to ma ke physi ci ans pro fes si o nal et hi cists, but
to in tro du ce the syste ma tic edu ca ti on of right and
wrong me di cal prac ti ces, dis cuss the the o ri es of et -
hics, to te ach et hi cal thin king and the ways to re-
sol ve et hi cal prob lems. Later however, the fo cus
ex pan ded to the po int of cli ni cal et hics edu ca ti on,
which inc lu ded physi ci an-pa ti ent re la ti ons hip as
well as re a so ning and de ci si on ma king as the fun-
da men tal duty of a physi ci an. This edu ca ti on,
which comprised the con cepts and prin cip les of cli -
ni cal et hics, started to be gi ven wit hin the fra me -
work of an edu ca ti on program, whe re cli ni ci ans
to ok an ac ti ve part for the so lu ti on of et hi cal con-
f licts re la ted to the me di cal si tu a ti ons fa ced in prac-
ti ces.2

A study car ri ed out in the Uni ted Sta tes to de-
fi ne the ide al et hics edu ca ti on program, demon-
strated that the re was no ho mo ge ne o us et hics
edu ca ti on in fa cul ti es of me di ci ne in terms of edu -
ca ti o nal aims, edu ca ti o nal met hods and program
con tent.8

Me di cal et hics edu ca ti on is among man da tory
co ur ses in the Net her lands, and is ge ne rally inc lu -
ded in the fra me work of in tro duc ti on to me di ci ne
co ur ses. Ho we ver, in Ma as trich Fa culty of Me di ci -
ne that adopts prob lem-ba sed le ar ning mo del, et -
hics edu ca ti on is car ri ed out as a cli ni cal et hics
edu ca ti on, which is ba sed on ca se dis cus si ons and
which hand les the nor ma ti ve di men si on of cli ni -
cal de ci si ons, phi lo sop hi cal ba sis of mo ral ru les, re-
f lec ti ons of the se ru les on cli ni cal prac ti ces, and the
mec ha nisms of de ci si on ma king re la ted to spe ci al
cli ni cal si tu a ti ons.2

Me di cal et hics edu ca ti on in Ger many is car ri -
ed out with aca de mic ini ti a ti ves and thro ugh dif fe -
rent con tents, met hods and aims in dif fe rent
uni ver si ti es. Et hics edu ca ti on, which was ini ti a ted
ge ne rally with the le a ders hip of the ins ti tu tes and
cha irs of his tory of me di ci ne, are gi ven with the
con tri bu ti on of di ver se fi elds and on a ba sis si mi lar
to the “hu ma ni ti e s” ap pro ach adop ted in the Uni -
ted Sta tes. In the Lü beck mo del, me di cal et hics ed-
u ca ti on car ri ed out by the Ins ti tu te for the His tory
of Me di ci ne and Sci en ce en com pas ses the sub jects

of the his tory and struc tu re of me di cal et hics, mo -
rals and me di cal con cepts, de ter mi na ti on of et hi -
cal prob lems in pa ti ent sto ri es, and em pathy and
at ti tu de de ve lop ment. In addition to co ur ses that
fo cus on fun da men tal et hi cal con cepts and prin ci-
p les, ot her di men si ons of this edu ca ti on en com -
pas ses the dis cus si on of et hi cal prob lems pe cu li ar
to dif fe rent are as of spe ci a li za ti on, and pa ti ent se -
mi nars or ga ni zed with the par ti ci pa ti on of he alth
ca re pro vi ders, which are all ori en ted to wards cli -
ni cal et hics edu ca ti on. Prof. Di et rich von En gel -
hardt, who is the di rec tor of the Ins ti tu te and the
ma in de sig ner of the edu ca ti on, ma de a call sa ying
“Stop as so ci a ting the fi eld of me di cal et hics with
the cha irs of his tory of me di ci ne du e to eco no mi -
cal con cern s”. This call car ri es sig ni fi can ce in terms
of me di cal et hics edu ca ti on and the si tu a ti on of
cha irs in Tur key which will be dis cus sed in this ar-
tic le.5

The De ve lop ment of “Me di cal Et hic s” Con cept in Tur key

The co ur ses, which have be en gi ven un der the na -
me “His tory of Me di ci ne, De on to logy and Phi lo -
soph y” sin ce 1876, star ted to be gi ven un der the
tit le “His tory of Me di ci ne and De on to log y” in the
fa cul ti es of me di ci ne, phar macy, den tistry and ve t-
e ri nary me di ci ne af ter the es tab lish ment of the
Tur kish Re pub lic.9

The term “me di cal et hic s” was ra rely used in
Tur key un til 1980s. “Me di cal Et hic s” co ur ses, which
be gan to be ta ught in the fa cul ti es of me di ci ne and
den tistry in 1983 in ac cor dan ce with the Re gu la ti ons
of Hig her Edu ca ti on Co un cil, car ri ed this con cept to
the agen da of aca de mic circ les.2 La ter, alt ho ugh un -
der dif fe rent na mes li ke “de on to log y”, “his tory of
me di ci ne and de on to log y” or “his tory of me di ci ne
and me di cal et hic s”, co ur ses on me di cal et hics rap-
idly became widespread in the programs of re la ted
aca de mic fi elds in se ve ral fa cul ti es of me di ci ne in
Tur key. The ma in de ter mi nant fac tor in this de ve -
lop ment is un do ub tedly the at tempts to re de sign the
edu ca ti on prog rams of the fa cul ti es of me di ci ne in
pa ral lel with the re qu i re ments of me di cal edu ca ti on
re form in the mo dern world. Yet, it sho uld not be
over lo o ked that in addition to co ur ses of fe red in the
fa culty programs, the in ter dis cip li nary ac ti vi ti es or-
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ga ni zed with the sup port of vo lun tary uni on of par-
ti ci pants from re la ted aca de mic fi elds and the stu di -
es car ri ed out by the Tur kish Me di cal As so ci a ti on
ha ve ma de a mul ti-di men si o nal con tri bu ti on to me -
di cal et hics edu ca ti on. The Gu est Ho u se So ci ety and
the Tur kish Bi o et hics As so ci a ti on are first to be
men ti o ned in this con text. 

Met ho do logy se mi nars held in 1980-1982 in
the Lib rary of the Ins ti tu te for His tory of Me di ci -
ne and De on to logy Department in the Fa culty of
Me di ci ne of An ka ra Uni ver sity with the par ti ci -
pa ti on of sci en tists from so ci al sci en ces and fun da-
men tal sci en ces fo un ded a ba sis for the fo un da ti on
of the Gu est Ho u se So ci ety. The se sti mu la ting dis-
cus si on me e tings re sul ted in the fo un da ti on of the
Gu est Ho u se So ci ety in 1988 in the An ka ra Uni-
ver sity Gu est Ho u se with the in vol ve ment of scho -
lars of de on to logy, his tory and sci en ce his tory
mostly from the fi eld of He alth Sci en ces from dif-
fe rent fa cul ti es of the sa me uni ver sity. This So ci -
ety, which pur su ed the aim to bring dif fe rent
dis cip li nes to get her in an in te rac ti ve so ci al en vi -
ron ment for a mu tu al pro duc ti on, ful fil led its ex-
pec ted func ti on in ti me with the par ti ci pa ti on of
es pe ci ally yo ung scho lars and sci en tists. In tro du -
cing in an in ter dis cip li nary en vi ron ment the prob-
lems per ta i ning to sci en ce his tory, sci en ce et hics,
his to ri cal na tu ral sci en ces, sci en ce met ho do logy,
as well as the so ci al fac tors af fec ting the sci en ti fic
en vi ron ment, and dis cus sing the se is su es thro ugh
ef fec ti ve con tents had a po si ti ve im pact on the qu -
a li fi ca ti on of yo ung scho lars and sci en tists. In the
Se lec ti ons pub lis hed in the 10th an ni ver sary of the
So ci ety, it is sta ted that mo re than se venty me e -
tings we re held in this co ur se of ti me to en co u ra -
ge the exc han ge and pro duc ti on of opi ni ons and
in for ma ti on, and that the par ti ci pants we re “wel-
co med ge ni all y”.10 The Gu est Ho u se So ci ety se mi -
nars are still be ing held, alt ho ugh less fre qu ently
and with dif fe ring par ti ci pants. 

In this con text, “Me di cal Et hics Prob lem Dis-
cus si on s” sho uld al so be men ti o ned as a se ri es of
me e tings, which was plan ned by the De on to logy
De part ment in the Fa culty of Me di ci ne of An ka ra
Uni ver sity, and is held al ter na tely with the Gu est
Ho u se So ci ety se mi nars. In this ac ti vity car ri ed out

sin ce 1989, et hi cal is su es in me di ci ne and re la ted
fi elds are dis cus sed from sci en ti fic, con cep tu al and
mo ral pers pec ti ves. Exp lo ra ti on of prob lems wit -
hin a wi de ran ge of to pics with the par ti ci pa ti on of
aca de mi ci ans, cli ni ci ans, phi lo sop hers, law yers, ed-
u ca tors, so ci o lo gists and me di cal ant hro po lo gists
has a po si ti ve im pact on the me di cal et hics edu ca -
ti on in Tur key.11

The aim of the Bi o et hics As so ci a ti on of Tur -
key, which was fo un ded in An ka ra in 1994 with
the le a ders hip of aca de mi ci ans from the fi elds of
phar macy, den tistry and ve te ri nary sci en ce, is to
con tri bu te to the de ve lop ment and edu ca ti on of bi -
o et hics, which is a re la ti vely new con cept in the
co untry, and to im pro ve its re la ti ons hip with he -
alth prac ti ces and ot her re le vant fi elds. Due to the
na tu re of bi o et hics, enab ling in ter dis cip li nary stu -
di es, the ran ge and di ver sity of the mem bers of the
as so ci a ti on has bro a de ned in ti me. The Bi o et hics
As so ci a ti on, which dis cus ses bi o et hics com pre hen -
si vely as a fi eld exp lo ring the mo ral va lu es in he alth
prac ti ces, bi o lo gi cal sci en ces and so me gi ven pro-
fes si ons, has be en or ga ni zing bi en ni al sympo si ums
on bi o et hics sub jects sin ce its fo un da ti on and na ti -
o nal me di cal et hics con gres ses, co ur ses on me di cal
et hics and con fe ren ces sin ce 2001. In ad di ti on, it
sha res its opi ni ons with sci en ti fic and so ci al so ci e -
ti es thro ugh se ve ral re ports and pub li ca ti ons on bi -
o et hics, me di cal et hics and me di cal et hics
edu ca ti on. 

One of the two con cre te examp les for the
studies of the association on me di cal et hics edu ca -
ti on is the de ci si ons ta ken in the 2001 Na ti o nal
Me di cal Et hics Con gress Fi nal Dec la ra ti on abo ut
the et hics edu ca ti on stra te gi es to be app li ed in the
fi elds of me di ci ne, phar macy, den tistry, ve te ri nary
sci en ce and nur sing as well as abo ut ot her is su es
of me di cal et hics, and the sug ges ti ons pro po sed for
the im pro ve ment of the qu a lity of edu ca ti on.4 The
se cond examp le, which hand les the is su e of et hics
edu ca ti on in mo re de ta il, is the 5th Me di cal Et hics
Sympo si um or ga ni zed in No vem ber 2004 by the
Bi o et hics As so ci a ti on with the tit le “Et hics Edu ca -
ti on in the Fa cul ti es of Me di ci ne ”. This sympo si -
um, which was held with the par ti ci pa ti on of most
de part ments gi ving me di cal et hics edu ca ti on, cre-
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a ted a re mar kab le plat form for the dis cus si on of a
wi de ran ge of to pics, such as de sig na ting a na me
for the fi eld; the aims, ob jec ti ves, struc tu re and
con tent of et hics edu ca ti on; the se mes ters in
which the co ur ses are to be gi ven; and the met h-
ods, ma te ri als and as sess ments of the se co ur ses.
The “Fi nal Dec la ra ti o n” pre pa red at the end of the
sympo si um was sent to the de a nery of re la ted fa c-
ul ti es, to uni ver si ti es and the Hig her Edu ca ti on
Co un cil; and ne ces sary me a su res we re sug ges ted
to be ta ken for the app li ca ti on and sup port of the -
se de ci si ons.12

The pur po se of the Me di cal Et hics and Me di -
cal Law So ci ety, which was fo un ded in 2004 in Is-
tan bul, is to sup port the sci en ti fic re se arch and
ac ti vi ti es in the fi eld of me di cal et hics and me di cal
law in Tur key, to con tri bu te to the ad van ce ment
of me di cal et hics edu ca ti on in ac cor dan ce with mo -
dern re qu i re ments, and to pro vi de in for ma ti on ex-
c han ge thro ugh in ter na ti o nal re la ti ons hips. The
So ci ety has or ga ni zed two in ter na ti o nal sympo si -
ums in this short ti me span; it is go ing to host an in-
ter na ti o nal con gress in Oc to ber 2007; and it has
be en pub lis hing a pe ri o di cal bul le tin. The se ac ti vi -
ti es pro ve the So ci ety’s suc cess in ful fil ling its pre-
de ter mi ned mis si on.13

Me di cal Et hics Edu ca ti on in Tur key

The pic tu re of me di cal et hics edu ca ti on in Tur key
is lar gely re ve a led by the sur vey con duc ted by the
Bi o et hics As so ci a ti on of Tur key in 2001 to deter-
mine  the un der gra du a te et hics edu ca ti on. This sur-
vey is only one study on me di cal et hics edu ca ti on
in the fa cul ti es of me di ci ne in Tur key. Ac cor ding
to the sur vey, among the fa cul ti es of me di ci ne that
par ti ci pa ted in the qu es ti on na i re (46%), 13 (76%)
had de part ments; this num ber has in cre a sed to 21
to day. Anot her stri king fact was that 85% of the
de part ments we re fo un ded af ter 1981. The co ur ses
that are gi ven ge ne rally in the 1st and 5th ye ars for
30-35 ho urs in to tal inc lu de his tory of me di ci ne,
de on to logy and me di cal et hics. Alt ho ugh co ur ses
are ta ught pre do mi nantly as lec tu res, and the co -
ur ses at so me fa cul ti es inc lu de met hods li ke ca se
dis cus si ons, ro le-play tech ni qu e, gro up pre sen ta ti -
ons, gro up dis cus si ons; the re is an increasing ten-

dency recently to wards the lat ter. The sub jects that
cons ti tu te co ur se con tents usu ally en com pass the
in tro duc ti on of con cepts, prin cip les and norms as
well as le gal ar ran ge ments per ta i ning to pro fes si o -
nal et hics, and the spe ci al sub jects of me di cal et -
hics. The co ur ses of fe red at so me fa cul ti es inc lu de
al so so ci al et hics be si des the se sub jects. As sess ment
is ma de thro ugh tests with mul tip le-cho i ce or
open-en ded qu es ti ons, and writ ten exams; whi le
post-mo du le as sess ments are app li ed at so me fa cul -
ti es. Alt ho ugh the spec trum of tar get in for ma ti on
re gar ding co ur se aims is wi de, fi elds of in for ma ti -
on that at tract at ten ti on at first glan ce are: re cog -
ni zing et hi cal prob lems, kno wing ba sic et hi cal
ap pro ac hes, eva lu a ting a si tu a ti on in the light of et -
hi cal prin cip les, con ce i ving me di cal app li ca ti ons al -
so as et hi cal and le gal is su es, kno wing
de on to lo gi cal sanc ti ons and physi ci an’s res pon si bi -
li ti es, per ce i ving the im por tan ce of com mu ni ca ti on
and em pathy in physi ci an-pa ti ent re la ti ons hip,
kno wing pa ti ent rights, and kno wing the spe ci al is-
su es of me di cal et hics (abor tus, eut ha na si a, or gan
trans plan ta ti ons, ha ving a child with as sis ted rep -
ro duc ti ve tech ni qu es, the end sta ge of li fe, et hi cal
at ti tu de in pa ti ents with po or prog no sis, ap pro ach
to risk gro ups such as chil dren-el derly-di sab led-
ar res ted-sen ten ced-HIV(+) pa ti ents, re se arch et -
hics, ge ne tic et hics, uti li za ti on of li mi ted re so ur ces,
etc.). The skills and at ti tu des that the edu ca ti on
aims to pro vi de the pros pec ti ve physi ci ans with
are: ac qu i ring com mu ni ca ti on skills in physi ci an-
pa ti ent re la ti ons hip, re sol ving va lu e conf licts bet -
we en physi ci an and pa ti ent, ga i ning the abi lity to
ma ke qu ick de ci si ons when ne ces sary, co ping with
de ath, adop ting sha ring- re li ab le-con sis tent at ti tu -
de in physi ci an-pa ti ent re la ti ons hip, be ing sen si ti -
ve to wards va lu e is su es, thin king syste ma ti cally
and cri ti cally in the pro cess of de ci si on ma king
abo ut the end of li fe, wor king in te am work in the
re la ti ons hip with the pa ti ent and pa ti ent re la ti ves,
es tab lis hing firm ba sis for the de ci si ons ma de abo -
ut et hi cal is su es.4

CONC LU SI ON

Si mi lar to so me co un tri es in the West, et hics ed-
u ca ti on in fa cul ti es of me di ci ne in Tur key shows
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dif fe ren ces in aims, con tents, met hods and du ra -
ti on. In so me fa cul ti es, emp ha sis is put on his tory
of me di ci ne co ur ses and lec tu res; whe re as at so -
me fa cul ti es, most of which are newly fo un ded,
edu ca ti on is pre do mi nantly ba sed on me di cal et -
hics and in teg ra ted with cli nics, and in te rac ti ve
edu ca ti on met hods are app li ed with the ac ti ve
par ti ci pa ti on of stu dents. In pa ral lel with the re f-
or ma ti on at tempts in me di cal edu ca ti on and the
de ve lop ments in me di cal et hics edu ca ti on in re-
cent ye ars, me di cal et hics sub jects star ted to oc-
cupy mo re spa ce in the cur ri cu la. Anot her po int
at trac ting at ten ti on in terms of si mi la rity to the
edu ca ti on in Wes tern co un tri es is the fact that
me di cal et hics edu ca ti on in Tur key has ga i ned
spe ed af ter 1970s and 80s. In this res pect, it is
pos sib le to sta te that me di cal et hics edu ca ti on
was ini ti ally em bra ced and de ve lo ped by the “hu-
ma ni ti e s” as is the ca se in ot her examp les aro und
the world. 

The fact that me di cal et hics edu ca ti on is con-
duc ted in com bi na ti on with his tory of me di ci ne
is one of the is su es of de ba te in Tur key. So me pe -
op le de fend the ide a that me di cal et hics and his-
tory of me di ci ne edu ca ti ons sho uld be gi ven
se pa ra tely on the gro und that they cons ti tu te an
“in har mo ni o us uni o n” and the re are ba sic met ho -
do lo gi cal dif fe ren ces bet we en the two fi elds re-
gar ding the qu es ti ons of “what?”, “why?” and
“how?”.14

On the ot her hand, so me sug gest that the ed-
u ca ti on of the se two fi elds sho uld be car ri ed out
to get her wit hin the fra me work of hu man va lu es

and so ci al sci en ces.  He re, the opi ni on of Prof. Dr.
Fu at Aziz Gok sel, who is one of the ve te rans of
this fi eld in Tur key, emp ha si zing that the uni on
of me di cal his tory and me di cal et hics is cri ti cally
im por tant in the short run, emer ges as an ans wer
gi ven from a dif fe rent cul tu re to Prof. En gel -
hardt’s ap pro ach to the mat ter, which was in tro -
du ced at the be gin ning of the ar tic le. In his
spe ech de li ve red at the 2nd Na ti o nal Me di cal Et -
hics Con gress held in 2001 in Cap pa do ci a, Prof.
Gok sel ar ti cu la ted that me di cal et hics edu ca ti on
had be en per ce i ved as “end ho le of zur na ” and
neg lec ted for ye ars by the aut ho ri ti es of the Mi -
nistry of He alth and by uni ver sity and fa culty ad-
mi nis tra ti ons, and in the ca se of se pa ra ting the
fi elds of me di cal his tory and me di cal et hics in
such an en vi ron ment, both fi elds may fa ce the
thre at of be ing eli mi na ted. 

It is re ve a led in the light of the se dis cus si ons
that the pri o rity task con cer ning me di cal et hics ed-
u ca ti on in Tur key is to ac ce le ra te the stu di es ini ti -
a ted to stan dar di ze me di cal et hics edu ca ti on in
terms of aims, met hods and con tent. The re fo re,
stu di es sho uld be car ri ed out in co or di na ti on with
re la ted de part ments and the Bi o et hics As so ci a ti on
of Tur key, and ne ces sary ef forts sho uld be ma de in
this pro cess to be ne fit from the ex pe ri en ces of dif-
fe rent co un tri es.
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