
losed-suction drains have a widespread use in surgical practice. The
drainage systems such as closed-suction drainage or Penrose drain
are usually used to prevent accumulation of fluid or blood after sur-

gery.1,2 There have been various reports in the literature on innovative drai-
nage systems which are alternatives for closed-suction drains.2,3 This paper
describes an easy method that can be used as a continuous suction drainage
system for especially small surgical wounds, making use of a sterile feeding
tube and a sterile urogel reservoir.

After the urogel reservoir is evacuated or used for urinary catheteriza-
tion in the operation, a sterile feeding tube with an appropriate diameter is
connected to the reservoir (Figure 1). If desired, multiple holes can be crea-
ted on the feeding tube using a scissor. The tube prepared is passed into
the surgical wound
through a separate
incision until all
the holes are inside
the surgical wound,
and it is fixed in
place by a stay su-
ture attached to the
skin. Then, negative
pressure is applied
to the reservoir, and
the surgical wound
is closed (Figure 2).
Effective suction
drainage of the sur-

Turkiye Klinikleri J Med Sci 2011;31(2) 507

Use of a Urogel Reservoir
as a Closed-Suction Drain:

Letter to the Editor

Umut TUNCEL, MD,a

Aydın TURAN, MD,a

Naci KOSTAKOĞLU, MDa

aDepartment of Plastic Reconstructive
and Aesthetic Surgery,
Gaziosmanpaşa University
Faculty of Medicine, Tokat

Geliş Tarihi/Received: 21.10.2010
Kabul Tarihi/Accepted: 25.11.2010

Yazışma Adresi/Correspondence:
Umut TUNCEL, MD
Gaziosmanpaşa University
Faculty of Medicine
Department of Plastic Reconstructive
and Aesthetic Surgery, Tokat,
TÜRKİYE/TURKEY
drumuttuncel@gmail.com

KKeeyy  WWoorrddss::  Suction; drainage; 
surgical procedures, minor 

AAnnaahh  ttaarr  KKee  llii  mmee  lleerr:: Emme; tahliye;
cerrahi uygulamalar, küçük  

doi:10.5336/medsci.2010-21616

Cop yright © 2011 by Tür ki ye Kli nik le ri

EDİTÖRE MEKTUP   

FIGURE 1: Feeding tube with an appropriate diameter is connected to the
reservoir.



gical wound is thus obtained. The drain is removed
as necessary. When the reservoir is filled with the
draining fluid, it is easy to be replaced with another
reservoir or simply be evacuated and reused.

This alternative system can be used in any sur-
gical wound. The system presented was found to
be very effective and a simple method in closed
drainage of small surgical wounds. It is easy to pre-
pare and enables effective drainage of the wound.
We recommend the use of this simple and cheap
method in small wounds or where considered app-
ropriate.
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FIGURE 2: Postoperative view of the patient with the closed-suction drain.
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